October 2

SPIRIT OF GRACE

There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door
of hope. There she will respond as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came
up out of Egypt. Hosea 2:15

The genuine presence of the Holy Spirit does not lead to the mere enjoyment of faith or
to a preoccupation with our own hearts. Rather, his way is a path that leads into valleys
and requires renouncing our own. For Israel, the Valley of Achor was a valley of defeat.
On the paths of defeat we learn what grace means and discover where we are called to
share the gifts we have received. When the Savior comforts the one who is being tested,
the comforted is adorned with imperishable treasures: the unfading beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:4). Such person is gentle toward the suffering neighbor, and
in that gentleness becomes a precious servant to God.



